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PLANNING AHEAD 


At the 1955 Midwinter meeting of ALA, Miss Julia Bennett, Director of 
the ALA Washington Office, reported that the Library Services Bill stood 
an excellent chance of being passed by both houses of Congress during this 
session. In view of this information, it was thought wise to review the 
present Iowa plan for use of federal funds should they become available— 
review it and revise it, if necessary. Every state’s plan must be submitted, 
by the authorized state agency for extending public library services, to the 
federal commissioner of education and o.k.’d by him before the state may 
receive money. 


Toward this end, O. M. Hovde, president of ILA, appointed a four mem- 
ber committee: Blanche A. Smith, Librarian of the Ttate Traveling Library, 
Des Moines; Robert W. Orr, Director of the lowa State College Library at 
Ames; Lauretta McCusker, Assistant Professor of Library Science at Iowa 
State Teachers College, and Elizabeth B. Hage, Librarian of the Scott 
County Library, Eldridge, chairman. This committee met in Miss Smith’s 
office on Wednesday, February 16, and discussed what the Library Services 
Bill would do for the states, and how Iowa could best use the funds which 
would be available. A resume of that discussion follows. 


If passed, the Library Services Bill will provide a minimum grant of 
$40,000 to each state for each of five successive years provided that sum is 
matched by the state each year. In addition to the initial sum, there may 
be more money forthcoming in varying amounts for different states accord- 
ing to a formula based on the ratio of the population of the state to the 
rural population of the U.S. according to the 1950 census, and matched by 
the state on the basis of the per capita income of the state as compared 
to the national per capita income. No money will be available to cities or 
towns of 10,000 population or more. The aid is for the development of rural 
library service. 


According to latest figures available from Miss Smith’s office (February, 
1955) there are 38.3¢, of the population of Iowa without library service. 
All live in rural areas: i.e., on farms or in towns of less than 10,000 popula- 
tion. The committee agreed that whatever plan is adopted, it should be put 
into operation in a multi-county area. It must be shown, in Iowa, that a 
regional library (one covering several counties) is more practicable, in 
most cases, than a single county unit—even as a county library is more 
practicable than half a dozen very small independent town libraries. 


With that fact in mind, the committee wishes to propose a plan which 
would incorporate natural trading areas. The Iowa county-regional library 
law makes the county the tax collecting area, so any proposed library area 
would have to include whole counties. 


There are a number of such areas in lowa which would !end themselves 
to a regional library development. The questions which rose in the minds 
of the committee members were these: should a region be developed from 
an already existing nucleus such as one of the four county libraries existing 
under the Iowa County Library law; or should a complete new area be 
developed—one in which there are today only town libraries serving only 
the townspeople. Whichever area is decided upon, the committee is in 
complete agreement that a proportion of the total funds needed for the 
development should come from the area to be developed. The object of 
the expenditure of federal and state funds is to make an area so fully 
aware of the value of the library that at the end of the five years during 
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which federal money will be available, the area involved will undertake 
complete support of the regional library. The committee feels that an area 
will be more inclined to accept full responsibility if it has invested some 
of its own money in the project from the outset. The committee did not 
think a figure for this support could be named at this time. ie 


The big argument in favor of starting where no county library exists 
today is that it would make one more part of the state aware of the prac- 
ticability of the larger unit of library service. This would lead (it is hoped) 
to greater ease in spreading the idea from more areas of the state. An 
argument against a completely new development is that it might (note we 
say might) take more time to get the local financial support. Speed would 
be essential because the federal funds are to be available for only five 
years after passage of the Library Services Bill. 


The big argument in favor of expanding one of the already existing 
county units is that a nucleus book collection and staff already exists. 
Existing staff is particularly important in this age of shortage of librarians. 


The committee believes that any bookmobiles or other vehicles bought 
with the grants-in-aid money should be the property of the State Traveling 
Library. They would then become available for use in other areas to be 
developed, when no longer needed in the original spot. 


Another thought of the committee is that, since federal funds may be 
used for the hiring of personnel, a consultant, or field worker, should be 
added to the Traveling Library Staff—that person to assist in the establish- 
ment of the regional library unit first, then to go on to other consultant’s 
duties throughout the state. 


This report of the lowa Library Plan Committee’s meeting is being 
printed in the Quarterly in order that all library trustees and librarians in 
the state may know what plan(s) is/are being considered for Iowa. It is 
made by way of being a springboard for all trustees and librarians to sub- 
mit other ideas; arguments pro and/or con; suggestions of areas to be used; 
bids for the establishment of the unit. The committee would appreciate 
hearing from any or all of you. Send your plans or ideas to any one of the 
committee members; he will see to it that the others receive them, too. 


ELIZABETH B. HAGE, Chairman 
Lauretta McCusker 

Robert W. Orr 

Blanche A. Smith 


RECRUITING 


A joint committee on Library 
Work as a Career presents a recruit- 
ing pamphlet Paging your Future, 
which sets forth the possibilities of 
the profession to those desiring in- 
formation about requirements for 
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PAMPHLET 


entering library work and the areas 
of service. Order from American 
Library Association, 50 East Huron 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. 25 copies 
for $2.00, 100 copies $5.00. 
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IOWA PEOPLE WITHOUT LIBRARY SERVICE 


There are 1,001,610 lowans who do not have direct library service. This is 38.3% 
of the state’s population. County figures follow: 
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No. Without % Without 
County Population Library Service Library Service 
SESE TER Renee ene eee 12,266 9,337 76.1 
Adams 8,745 6,641 75.9 
Allamakee 16,353 9,748 59.6 
Appanoose 19,659 11,276 57.3 
ee SRE Ener ere ey eke 11,575 7,027 60.7 
Benton 22,643 14,769 65.2 
Black Hawk 99,580 17,665 17.7 
Boone 27,944 12,465 44.6 
a ca ec Scan 18,843 10,684 56.7 
Buchanan 21,666 15,039 69.4 
Buena Vista 21,090 8,977 42.5 
Butler 17,328 13,927 80.3 
Calhoun 16,890 8,662 51.2 
Caen ............... 22,977 12,273 53.4 
| ERE Eee eres 18,532 8,839 44.9 
Cedar 17,734 12,144 68.4 
Cerro Gordo 45,648 1,058 .023 
Cherokge 19,031 8,209 43.1 
| RRR rrp eee ee 15,169 9,224 60.8 
gl ERR SET ed SELLE IE TE EAE 9,344 5,155 55.1 
Clay 18,031 8,719 48.3 
EERO ERE eerie trie ante 22,490 13,161 58.5 
ERIE waited ane eee ae ee Nera arom 49,436 15,475 31.3 
a eae 19,696 12,439 63.1 
et eae ate 23,658 10,780 45.5 
EERE et eee ne mR ere ne 9,898 7,210 72.8 
eas 12,545 7,793 62.1 
Delaware Seiiceses 17,709 11,947 67.4 
ESL AL 42,050 10,603 25.2 
a 12,746 6,477 50.8 
ERECTOR HSER Selene ere 71,294 None 
ee 14,102 5,862 41.5 
EE REPRE IER creed oe tet nem RC Re 28,228 13,255 46.9 
a aneeiins 21,457 8,442 39.3 
eee areata at are 16,287 10,692 65.6 
ESS aaa the 2 Serene CIRM Aree FON 12,302 8,800 71.5 
SSSR eal eee ener Sean renee 15,613 8,009 51.2 
I do ke Lt 13,683 9,439 68.9 
SEER SUE TES caer Sora ER Ween ie 15,156 9,497 62.6 
a 19,659 8,309 42.2 
I 6 a 15,079 10,248 67.9 
Hardin . 22,189 1,711 .071 
Harrison 19,508 10,927 56.0 
3 ee 18,687 9,720 52.0 
Howard 13,105 8,916 68.0 
Humboldt 13,045 7,311 56.0 
Ida 10,710 5,594 52.2 
Iowa . 15,838 11,651 73.5 
Jackson 18,627 12,388 66.5 
Jasper 32,235 
Jefferson 15,451 7,628 49.3 
Johnson 45,591 17,836 39.1 
Jones 19,405 10,437 53.7 
Keokuk 16,757 10,442 62.3 
EE eae ee eeraone ree 26,181 17,042 65.0 
Lee 43,002 10,209 23.7 
Linn . 103,711 19,298 18.6 
10,878 6,657 61.1 
ae 12,065 6,745 56.3 
Lyon _. 14,747 8,788 59.5 
Madison _ _. 13,152 8,507 64.6 
i 24,608 13,484 54.7 
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Marion 25,880 12,930 49.9 


Marshall 35,484 14,623 41.2 
Mills 14,040 7,802 55.5 
Mitchell 13,931 8,550 61.3 
Monona 16,287 12,126 74.4 
Monroe 11,788 6,950 58.9 
Montgomery 15,594 6,178 39.6 
Muscatine 32,989 10,636 32.2 
O’Brien 18,958 8,733 46.0 
Osceola 10,158 6,303 62.0 
Page 23,995 

Palo Alto 15,284 9,337 61.0 
Plymouth 23,277 13,027 55.9 
Pocahontas 15,450 9,134 59.1 
Polk 224,920 40,434 17.9 
Pottawattamie 69,373 20,165 29.0 
Poweshiek 19,261 9,650 50.1 
Ringgold 9,529 7,736 81.1 
Sac 17,295 9,352 54.0 
Scott 99,879 

Shelby 15,904 11,042 69.4 
Sioux 26,075 15,435 59.1 
Story 43,692 13,424 30.7 
Tama 21,646 12,074 55.7 
Taylor 12,413 8,122 65.4 
Union 15,436 7,119 46.1 
Van Buren 10,988 6,638 60.4 
Wapello 46,744 9,790 20.9 
Warren 17,746 12,601 71.0 
Washington 19,521 10,970 56.1 
Wayne 11,709 7,105 60.6 
Webster acne 44,110 15,579 35.3 
Winnebago a 13,439 7,328 54.5 
Winneshiek . 21,644 14,647 67.6 
Woodbury . aes 103,950 14,282 13.7 
Worth . 11,033 7,793 70.6 
Wright / 19,636 8,528 43.4 
STATE OF IOWA 2,612,598 1,001,610 38.3 





DISTRICT MEETINGS 
Duty or Pleasure? 


It is time for district library meetings again and with them come the 
annual question “to go or not to go.” It is unfortunate that so much good 
time is wasted in such a problem which should not be a problem at all. 

It is as much a duty to attend the meetings as it is to open the library on 
the days it is open for service, to count the circulation of the preceding day, 
or order books for the future needs. It is as much a trustee’s duty as to 
attend library board meetings or appoint a new librarian. 

But there is more than duty involved. It is fun to attend, to meet other 
librarians and trustees, to see a library all shining and ready for company, 
to have a good luncheon with congenial company, to listen to a good pro- 
gram, and to take part in the discussions. 

Now is the time for trustees and librarians to make a sign reading 


Library Closed for District Meeting 


and make their plans to attend. It is the intelligent thing to do and it is 
hard to believe that two librarians have had to decline to appear on the 
program because their trustees “do not favor attending” or are “unwilling 
to pay expenses” to the meeting. Let’s line up on the right side and make 
the 1955 district library meetings notable for attendance as well as for 
excellence in program. 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS — 1955 


Date Dist. Place Hostess Chairman 

May 3 7 Fort Madison Irma Hopley Marion Hemmings, Mt. Pleasant 

May 4 1 Dubuque Ruth Dennis Mrs. Inez Gienapp, Manchester 

May 5 2 Mason City Lydia Margaret Mrs. Faye Colby, Belmond 
Barrette ' 

May 10 3 Spencer Sara Gosselink Zenobia Walton, Sibley 

May 11 4 Carroll Sadie Stevens Mrs. Eloise Kibbie, Sac City 

May 12 9 Red Oak Jeannette Winters Mary Gunnett, Clarinda H.S. 

May 17 5 W.Des Moines Mrs. Leland De Boest Mrs. Leona Lacock, Jefferson 

May 18 6 Grinnell Marian Dunham Mrs. Vira Blankenburg, Da’port 

May 19 8 Oskaloosa Elizabeth Michener Ruth Dyer, Indianola 


DISTRICT LIBRARY MEETINGS 
and Places of Meetings (1934 to Date) 


District One Webster City—1953 





Waukon—1953 

Cedar Falls—1935 (Invited 1947) 
Waverly—1934 (Ext M 1947)—1950 
Nashua—1936 

Manchester—1954 
Dubuque—1937—1949 (Co. Lib.) 
Fayette—1948 
Oelwein—1938—* 1946 
Cresco—1952 

Decorah—1942 

West Union—1951 


District Two 


Clear Lake—1942—*1945—1954 
Mason City—1941 

Charles City—1949 
Garner—1936—1948 
Algona—1935—1951 

Forest City—1934—1950 
Clarion (Ext M 1947) 

Eagle Grove—1952 

Britt—1946 

Osage—1953 


District Three 


Storm Lake—1936—1952 
Cherokee—1938 
Spencer—1937—* 1946 
Spirit Lake—1942—*1945 
Estherville—1953 
Sanborn—1935 
Sheldon—1950 
Emmetsburg—1948 

Le Mars (Ext M 1947)—1951 
Laurens—1934 

Orange City—1939—1954 
Ocheyedan—1949 


District Four 


Audubon—1936 
Rockwell City—1935 
Carroll—1941 

Denison (Ext M 1947)—1951 
Missouri Valley—1934 
Ida Grove—1950 
Onawa—1948—1953 
Odebolt—1946 

Sac City—1942—1954 
Harlan—1952 

Sioux City—1940—*1949 


District Five 


Boone—1946—1954 
Jefferson—1934—1950 
Grundy Center—1940 


Eldora—1942 

Iowa Falls—1939 

Newton—1941 
Marshalltown—1936—1952 

Des Moines—1938 
Ames—1935—(Ext M 1947)—1948 
Nevada—1949 

Fort Dodge—1937—1951 


District Six 


Clinton—1938—1954 
Marengo—1934—1948 
Maquoketa—1951 

Iowa City—1939—1949 
Monticello (Ext 1947)—1953 
Cedar Rapids—1936—1942 
Grinnell—1937 
Davenport—1950 
Toledo—1946 

Tipton—1952 


District Seven 


Bloomfield—1936 
Burlington—1937—* 1945—1952 
Mount Pleasant—1934—1954 
(Ext M 1947) 
Fairfield—1940—1953 
Sigourney—1949 
Fort Madison—1942—1951 
Keokuk—1948 
Muscatine—1950 
Ottumwa—* 1946 
Washington—1941 


District Eight 
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Centerville—1935—* 1950 
Osceola—1953 
Chariton—1938—i946—1954 
Oskaloosa—1942 
Knoxville—1949 
Pella—1939 

Albia (Ext M 1947)—1948 
Indianola—1940—1952 


District Nine 


Corning—1936 
Atlantic—1939—1953 
Glenwood—1938 

Red Oak—1934—1942—* 1945—1949 
Villisca—1935—1950 

Council Bluffs—1937—1948—1954 
Creston—1941—*1951 
Clarinda—1946 
Shenandoah—1940—1952 





COMICS AT KNOXVILLE 


“Operation Book Swap” has been 
going on in Knoxville for several 
months and the result is better read- 
ing for the boys and girls taking 
part in it. Operation Book Swap is 
a project sponsored by the American 
Legion Auxiliary in which every- 
one who turns in ten comics will re- 
ceive one good book. 

The books are turned in to Marie 
Hinrichs, librarian of the Junior 
High School. They are sorted into 
“not objectionable,” part objection- 
able,” “objectionable,” and very ob- 
jectionable” groups as listed in Par- 
ents Magazine. Mrs. Betty Thayer, 
president of the Knoxville Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, and Marie 
Hinrichs did the sorting. 

Various reactions were brought to 
light in the comments made by the 
boys and girls participating. One 
boy stated he was tried of comics 
anyway, another brought in 80 com- 
ics—‘“the two stacks he had in the 
cupboard at home,” and asked for 
good books in exchange, and a girl 
brought in her brother’s comics and 
asked for biographies. 





WOODBURY COUNTY LIBRARY 


The February 21 issue of the 
Sioux City Journal contained an 
article on the Woodbury County Li- 
brary written by Marc Cox, Farm 
Editor, with the title “They take 
books to people in Woodbury Coun- 
ty.” He tells of the unique distinc- 
tion rural Woodbury County has in 
having one of the four counties in 
Iowa with county library service, by 
means of which the men, women 
and children enjoy the same kind of 
library service as provided by the 
largest of modern city libraries, of 
the pride Woodbury County people 
have in the library and the increas- 
ing circulation of books proving that 
the four-year-old library is offering 
something the people want. 

Book distribution is accomplished 
through the central library at Mo- 
ville, 10 book deposit stations in key 
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shopping towns in the county and 
by 29 scheduled bookmobile stops. 

Circulation figures for last year, 
63,322 books, are 5,000 more than 
the preceding year, giving an affirm- 
ative answer to the question “Do 
rural people want and take advan- 
tage of a library?” 

The Woodbury County Library 
was voted in November 1948, estab- 
lished in 1950. Tax levies are made 
on areas not served by local librar- 
ies, such as Sioux City and a few 
other towns. It is interesting to note 
that the tax rate averages less in 
rural areas than in towns. 

The library board, appointed by 
the County Board of Supervisors, 
represents all sections of the county. 
The county library board appoints 
the librarian and staff. Mrs. Orpha 
Jerman is acting as librarian. Mrs. 
Sarah McElrath and Mrs. Lucille 
Gustine are her assistants. Gene J. 
Watt is the bookmobile driver. 

Last September the library moved 
into new quarters with more ade- 
quate space for the 14,825 books that 
belong to the library. 

What the library can mean to a 
small town is illustrated by Pierson, 
which had 1,100 books when they 
joined the county library. Mrs. 
Eleanor Farrin is serving as librar- 
ian of the branch library that is 
open two days a week. They receive 
1,000 books a month from the county 
library to supplement their own col- 
lection. 

Moville decided to join the larger 
unit and, consequently, is enjoying 
expanded service. 

It is axiomatic in library circles 
the larger the unit, the better the 
service becomes. It has been proved 
to be true in Woodbury County. 





SEND IN YOUR LUNCHEON 
RESERVATION FOR YOUR 
DISTRICT LIBRARY MEETING 
TODAY 
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IOWA STATE TEACHERS 
COLLEGE LIBRARY COURSE 


The Department of Library Sci- 
ence at Iowa State Teachers College 
announces the following courses for 
the summer session which runs from 
Monday, June 11 (registration June 
11, classes begin June 12) through 
Friday, August 3. All three members 
of the department will be teaching 
this summer: Mrs. Ada McLeod, In- 
structor; Miss Lauretta McCusker, 
Assistant Professor; Mr. Donald O. 
Rod, Associate Professor and Head. 
Courses being offered are the follow- 
ing: Library Orientation, 1 hour 
credit; Library Administration I, 3 
hours; Library Technical Processes 
II, 3 hours; Reference, 5 hours; Li- 
brary Material for Children, 5 hours; 
Book Selection I, 3 hours; History of 
Books, 2 hours. 

For further information write to 
Donald O. Rod, Head, Department 
of Library Science, Iowa State 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa. 





FOURTH ANNUAL LIBRARY 
WORKSHOP 
June 13-17, 1955 


Librarians will have the oppor- 
tunity to focus attention and to re- 
ceive expert guidance on their indi- 
vidual library problems at the 4th 
annual library workshop on the 
campus of the State University of 
Iowa, June 13 through 17. 

Participants will be invited to 
bring from their own libraries books 
which have offered cataloging diffi- 
culties, special book mending prob- 
lems, and notes regarding special 
needs of their libraries. 

At the workshop they will actu- 
ally catalog their problem books in 
consultation with professional cata- 
logers and they will have an oppor- 
tunity to become familiar with new 
cataloging techniques. 

They will mend books for their 
own libraries and will gain skill in 
the use of modern mending mate- 
rials. Special needs of their libraries 
will be taken into account in the 
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preparation of buying lists for their 
own institutions. 

Materials will be provided for reg- 
istrants who do not wish to bring 
their own books. 

In addition, sessions will be held 
on story telling, children’s literature, 
general book selection, reference 
sources and audio-visual materials. 

One hour of university credit will 
be given to qualified registrants. 

Housing will be available at the 
Iowa Center for Continuation Study. 

Mrs. Louane L. Newsome, Librar- 
ian Mathematics - Physics Library, 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa, will be in charge. Further in- 
quiries may be directed to her. 





TRUSTEE WORKSHOP 


“The Library and the Commu- 
nity,’ a workshop for trustees and 
librarians, will be presented at 
Western Reserve University, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, July 11-23. 

Sponsor of the two-week course is 
the School of Library Science at 
Western Reserve, headed by Dr. 
Jesse H. Shera. 

Mrs. Marian M. Winser will con- 
duct the workshop. For 28 years she 
was librarian of the Business Branch 
of the Newark, N.J., Public Library 
and is widely known for her work 
with library trustees. 

A board member herself, of the 
Summit, N.J., Public Library, Mrs. 
Winser was winner of the American 
Library Association’s 1953 Lippin- 
cott Award for outstanding achieve- 
ment in librarianship. She has just 
edited a “Handbook for Library 
Trustees,” published by the R. R. 
Bowker Co., which will be the basic 
text for the course. 

Aim of Western Reserve’s summer 
workshop will be to focus attention 
on opportunities and problems trus- 
tees and librarians face jointly in 
developing the library’s full value 
to the community. Literature on the 
topic as well as experience available 
through the class will be used as a 
basis for studies of specific prob- 
lems. Students will be expected to 





complete assigned readings before 
the workshop opens. 

First week of the course will in- 
clude daily two-hour class sessions 
and work on individual projects un- 
der guidance of the instructor. 

The second week will be devoted 
to class analysis of individual pro- 
jects as reported by each student. 

Workshop tuition will be $40. Two 
hours of academic credit may be 
earned toward a library science de- 
gree. Housing will be available in 
campus dormitories and other resi- 
dences near the university. 

Enrollment will be limited to ap- 
proximately 25 trustees and librar- 
ians, with board members _pre- 
dominating. Application deadline is 
May 1. 

Applications should include a 
statement of graduate education, 
professional library experience, oth- 
er qualifying experience and publi- 
cations, and a statement of problems 
in library administration which the 
applicant is especially interested in 
investigating. 

Enrollment applications and re- 
quests for details on the workshop 
program, housing and other infor- 
mation should be sent to: Director 
of Admissions, Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland 6, Ohio. 





NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT 
AWARDS 


The Newbery medal “for the most 
distinguished contribution to Ameri- 
can literature for children” was 
given to Meindert DeJong for Wheel 
on the school (Harper). Runners-up 
were Alice Dalgliesh for her Courage 
of Sarah Noble (Scribner) and James 
R. Ullman for his Banner in the sky 
(Lippincott). 

The Caldecott medal for “the most 
distinguished American picture book 
for children” went to Marcia Brown 
for her illustrations in Cinderella 
(Scribner). Runners-up were Mar- 
guerite DeAngeli for her illustra- 
tions for Book of nursery and Mother 
Goose rhymes (Doubleday), Tibor 


illustrations for 
Margaret Wise Brown’s Wheel on 
the chimney (Lippincott) and Helen 
Sewell for her illustrations in Alice 
Dalgliesh’s Thanksgiving story (Scrib- 


Gergely for his 


ner). 





PERSONALS 


Leeta Berry, head of the bindery 
of the University Libraries, is on a 
six-month tour of European libraries 
and museums. She has been granted 
a year’s leave of absence and a $2,- 
500 scholarship to visit binderies and 
museums of all the major European 
cities with a prolonged stay at the 
British Museum. She is making a 
special study of the European tech- 
niques in manuscript preservation. 

Mrs. Clinton E. Burris, assistant 
librarian at Morningside College, 
Sioux City, has been appointed dean 
of women for the second semester, 
succeeding Miss Alva Tolf, who re- 
signed. 

Geraldine Dunham, assistant li- 
brarian at the State Law Library, 
was appointed Acting State Law Li- 
brarian in January. The position has 
been vacant since the death of W. R. 
C. Kendrick, March 17, 1954. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Lamont, high 
school librarian at Decorah for 25 
years, resigned March 14, to take 
educational courses at State Teach- 
ers College. 

James Heddens, who has _ just 
completed his Masters Degree at 
Colorado State College, is filling out 
the year. Mrs. Irene Rogers, of Post- 
ville, has been elected to the position 
for the 1955-56 school year. 

Arlene Schlegel, reference head at 
University Libraries, was married 
February 15 to Nicho'las Riasanov- 
sky, associate professor of history at 
the University of Iowa. The mar- 
riage took place in Helsinki, Fin- 
land, where Mr. Riasanovsky is 
studying on a Fullbright scholar- 
ship. They will remain there until 
June and then tour the continent 
before their return to Iowa City in 
September. 














NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 


Belle Plaine—The library is the 
recipient of $500, by the will of Mrs. 
Mary C. Snow, a patron of the li- 
brary during her lifetime. 

Bettendorf — Mrs. Anthony La- 
moine, now head of the extension 
department of the Davenport li- 
brary, will become librarian of the 
Betendorf library July 1, when the 
library will sever connections with 
the Davenport institution. 

Cedar Falls—Members of the li- 
brary board and staff were hosts to 
the public February 5 and 6, when 
the library held Open House to give 
the public opportunity to see the 
new books and furnishings recently 
acquired. 

Leona Funk became librarian No- 
vember 1. 

Cedar Rapids—The new Masonic 
Library will be dedicated in June, 
just 110 years since the Grand Lodge 
of Iowa used its first library appro- 
priation of five dollars for the pur- 
chase of four books. 

Clinton—The Lyons Branch li- 
brary opened February 12, with an 
informal Open House. Olivine Van 
Meter is branch librarian. A formal 
opening will be held later. 

Conrad—The library has moved 
into the new community hall which 
was dedicated recently. Open House 
was held in the afternoon to ac- 
quaint visitors and patrons with the 
increased library facilities. 

Corning—Following the death of 
Mrs. Mamie Lynam, Mrs. Carl West 
has been appointed librarian. Mrs. 
West has served on the Board of 
Trustees and has also been chi!- 
dren’s librarian. 

Davenport—Harold Goldstein as- 
sumed his responsibilities as librar- 
ian of the Davenport library Feb- 
ruary 1. He received his Master of 
Arts and a doctorate from Columbia 
University following three years in 
the Army. He was teaching at the 
University of Illinois last year. His 
library career started in Baltimore 
where he attended library training 


classes and was later assistant in the 
branches. He served as director of 
library services with the United 
States Information Service in Co- 
lombo, Ceylon, from 1951 to 1953. 

Decorah—The public library re- 
ceived two bequests recently. Miss 
Lou Ellefson left $500 and Miss Lot- 
tie Engbertson left $600. 

Glenwood—January 10 was an an- 
niversary in the Glenwood library, 
for it marked the 25th anniversary 
of the day Mrs. J. C. Mickelwait 
“came down to the library to sub- 
stitute one day for the librarian 
who was ill.” She has been serving 
as librarian ever since to the satis- 
faction of all concerned. 

Hamburg—A new roof, freshly 
painted walls, cleaned shelves and a 
new bulletin board add much to the 
attractiveness of the library. The 
Saturday story hours are well at- 
tended. 

Spring is being anticipated by li- 
brary users who are going to enjoy 
the hundred Red Emperor tulips, 
presented to the library by Inter- 
State Nursery last fall. 

Iowa City—University Libraries— 
Two officials of the National Diet li- 
brary of Tokyo visited the Univer- 
sity library March 10. They were 
Hideo Nakane, deputy chief librar- 
ian, and Tatsuo Yoshida, director of 
buildings and grounds for the Na- 
tional Diet library, on which con- 
struction is to start next summer. 
Sponsored by the state department 
and helped by a Rockefeller founda- 
tion grant, the two officials are 
spending two months in the United 
States visiting some of the larger 
libraries, such as Library of Con- 
gress, Baltimore, New York, Prince- 
ton and Yale. Chicago, Iowa City 
and Kansas City were the midwest 
points visited. After visiting the li- 
braries in Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and Berkeley, they will return 
to Japan. 

Leon—The library has been re- 
decorated and improved. New wir- 
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ing, new ceilings, fresh paint, knotty 
pine walls in the reference room and 
new book stacks all have an impor- 
tant part in the general improve- 
ment program. 

McGregor—The library has come 
into possession of its one-third share 
of the Elizabeth Updegraff estate, 
amounting to $34,000. 

Mason City — Pictures are now 
rented through the art department 
to patrons wishing to have them. 
Original oil and water color paint- 
ings by midwest artists as well as 
prints of famous pictures may be 
rented by the month. 

Sylvia Mollard, Auckland, New 
Zealond, was the speaker at the 
March 17 meeting of Friends of the 
Library. Miss Mollard, an exchange 
teacher under the Fullbright pro- 
gram, is teaching biology at Waldorf 
College, Forest City. 

Bookmobile service was enthusi- 
astically welcomed by _ county 
schools when it was resumed in Jan- 
uary. Due to lack of funds, it had 
been suspended for several months. 


Marion—The Fiftieth anniversary 
celebration of the library was held 
March 17 with Open House and pro- 
gram. More than 100 guests attend- 
ed. J. Archer Eggen, librarian of the 
Cedar Rapids public library, Emory 
J. Miller, president of the local li- 
brary board, and Marvin Oxley, 
chairman of the executive commit- 


tee, spoke. Members of the Marion |. 


Federation of Women’s Clubs pre- 
sided at the tea table. The library 
opened March 16, 1905, with 1,100 
books on the shelves. The collection 
numbers 14,000 at present. Metta 
Whitcomb is librarian. Mrs. Ruth 
Mills and Mrs. Mary McCann are 
assistants. 

Moville—Open House was held at 
the Woodbury County library 
March 11 to give more people an 
opportunity to see the new quarters 
and to become acquainted with the 
fine work being done by the library. 
Coffee and doughnuts were served 
by members of the County Library 
board. 
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Members of the county library 
board are Louis Peterson, Lawton, 
president; Mrs. A. S. Wendel, Bron- 
son, vice-president; Mrs. E. Mogen- 
sen, Salix, secretary; Mrs. William 
McDonald, Smithland; Mrs. Frank 
Ashley, Correctionville; Bruce Had- 
dock, Hornick; Mrs. Walton Sargis- 
son, Salix; John Willmott, Oto, and 
Ardell Countryman, Kingsley. 


Orange City—Between 100 and 
150 books are loaned each Wednes- 
day noon to children living in rural 
areas who travel by school bus to 
and from school. Because the buses 
start as soon as school closes in the 
afternoon, the children do not have 
time to come to the library after 
school. This special noon hour of 
opening is for their benefit, and is 
being well used. 


Pleasantville—The Shadle Memo- 
rial Library was opened to the pub- 
lic March 14, culminating several 
months of preparation. Open House 
was held Saturday, March 12, in the 
afternoon and evening. Formal dedi- 
cation was on Sunday afternoon, 
with Rev. Azel Smith, of Osceola, 
formerly pastor at Pleasantville, as 
speaker. 

The library occupies the front of 
the new Veterans Memorial Build- 
ing and is a memorial to Webb Sha- 
dle, who died in 1948, by his mother, 
Cora Shadle, who died in 1953. Her 
will provided that the residue of her 
estate be used to establish and main- 
tain a community library. Mrs. 
Marian Batten is librarian, Mrs. 
James Cooper assistant. 

Mrs. Alberta Furney has done a 
great deal in the organizing and 
preparation work. The members of 
the library board are: Sanford Flick- 
inger, chairman, James Cooper, 
James Sessions, Mrs. Fern Bare and 
Mrs. Etola Campbell. Howard My- 
ers is trustee of the Cora Shadle 
estate. 

The dedication Sunday was well 
attended, representatives from 
Knoxville, Oskaloosa and Indianola 
libraries attending. 
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Scranton—The library held Open 
House January 23 to allow an in- 
spection of the new library which 
was completed in December. More 
than 100 attended, including guests 
from Jefferson, Glidden and Paton. 
Members of the library board acted 
as hostesses. Mrs. Daisy Toben is 
librarian. 


Shenandoah—Interest is centered 
on the walls and construction under 
operation which will double the size 
of the present library. The develop- 
ment of the city and increased li- 
brary service render inadequate the 
building that was erected fifty years 
ago. Bonds were freely voted last 
year which, together with memorial 
and special gifts, made it possible to 
go ahead with the construction of a 
commodious addition to the build- 
ing. 

The architect’s plans_ include 
needed area for book shelves, filing 
cases and reading rooms, an audi- 
torium with seating capacity of 150 
people and platform or stage which 
can be used for groups with civic, 
dramatic or other cultural interests. 
Mrs. Elbert A. Reed, president of the 
library board, and Wayne Driftmeir, 
chairman of the building committee, 
are specially charged with the build- 
ing construction. 


Sigourney — Ethel Britton, who 
has been librarian for nine 
years, resigned January 1. She suc- 
ceeded Mrs. Orel Crocker who had 
served as librarian from its begin- 
ning 43 years ago. Mrs. Letha 
Thompson was appointed to succeed 
Miss Britton. 

The library has received the bulk 
of the estate of Dr. A. P. Johnson, a 
well known local physician for 97 
years, who left it to the city of Sig- 
ourney “for the express purpose ot 
using the same for the benefit of the 
Sigourney public library in any 
manner the library board may 
wish.” 


Storm Lake—A record collection 
has been placed in the library under 
the sponsorship of the ’37 Club. 


Popular, semi-classical and _ chil- 
dren’s records make up the collec- 
tion. 

Waukon—The library moved into 
its new quarters in the city hall in 
February. More space for books and 
readers and an office and workroom 
for the librarian are among the im- 
provements. 





CHANGES IN LIBRARY BOARDS 


Hamburg—Mrs. Ralph Beal has 
been appointed to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Mrs. Lena 
Rees. 

Lisbon—Richard Carbee is a new- 
ly appointed member of the board, 
following the resignation of Mrs. 
Carl Dahn who moved to Cedar 
Rapids. 

Nora Springs—Mrs. D. C. Sours 
succeeds Mrs. Dick Kupker, re- 
signed. 

Sac City—Dr. J. H. Stalford, presi- 
dent of the library board, resigned 
April 1, after serving on the board 
for over 30 years. 


NECROLOGY 


Lewis C. Bagley, president of the 
Audubon library board since 1936, 
died January 6, after an illness of 
two years. He had been a member 
of the library board many years and 
the growth and maintenance of the 
library were due largely to his ef- 
forts. 

Mrs. Mamie Lynam, librarian of 
the Corning Public Library since 
1950, died suddenly March 9. She 
had been connected with the library 
for 25 years. A Mamie Lynam Me- 
morial fund has been started by the 
Corning library board and friends. 
It is hoped that this will help real- 
ize one of Mrs. Lynam’s dreams, of 
having a moving picture projector 
for the children’s room. 

Mrs. Lena Rees, who served as a 
Hamburg library trustee for many 
years, died suddenly. 

Mrs. O. M. Carson, long time 
member of the Marion library 
board, died December 29, 1954. She 
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was a former school teacher and was 
active in church and civic activities. 

Mrs. Adelaide Stober died Febru- 
ary 26 in a Muscatine nursing home 
where she had been since June. She 
retired from her position as librar- 
ian in West Liberty in 1946, after 
serving for 27 years. 





NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1954 


This list selected by the Notable 
Books Committee of the Public Li- 
braries Division of ALA under the 
chairmanship of Grace W. Gilman, 
Librarian, Lincoln Library, Spring- 
field, Illinois, and with. cooperation 
of 79 libraries over the country, was 
presented to the ALA Council at 
Midwinter meeting in February. 

“Quality, authenticity, honesty of 
purpose and potential contribution 
to the resources of the reader as a 
citizen and as an individual” were 
some of the criteria in selecting the 
books. 

List prices total $155.60. 
Abrahams, Peter. Tell freedom. Knopf. 


4.00 
Arnow, J. L. S. The dollmaker. Mac- 
millan. 5.00 


Barzun, Jacques. God’s country and 
mine. Little. 5.00 

Basso, Hamilton. The view from Pom- 
pey’s Head. Doubleday. 3.95 

Bowles, Chester. Ambassador’s report. 
Harper. 4.00 

Brooks, Van Wyck. Scenes and por- 
traits. Dutton. 4.50 

Buck, P. S. My several worlds. Day. 
5.00 

Carson, Gerald. The old country store. 
Oxford. 5.00 

Catton, Bruce. U. S. Grant and the 
— military tradition. Little. 


Commager, H. S. Freedom, loyalty, dis- 
sent. Oxford. 2.50 

Coon, C. S. The story of man. Knopf. 
6.75 


Davis, E. H. But we were born free. 
Bobbs. 2.75 

Dodson, Kenneth. Away all boats. Lit- 
tle. 3.95 


Gheerbrant, Alain. Journey to the far 
Amazon. Simon. 5.00 

Gouzenko, Igor. The fall of a titan. 
Norton. 4.50 

Hagedorn, Hermann. The _ Roosevelt 
family of Sagamore Hill. Macmil- 
lan. 5.00 

Harrer, Heinrich. Seven years in Tibet. 
Dutton. 5.00 

Highet, Gilbert. Man’s unconquerable 
mind. Columbia. 2.75 

Horgan, Paul. Great river. 2 v. Rine- 
hart. 10.00 

Howells, W. W. Back of history. Dou- 
bleday. 5.00 

Hunt, Sir John. The conquest of Ever- 
est. Dutton. 6.00 

Krutch, J. W. The measure of man. 
Bobbs. 3.50 

La Farge, John. The manner is ordinary. 
Harcourt. 4.75 

Lie, Trygve. In the cause of peace. 
Macmillan. 6.00 

Murchie, Guy. Song of the sky. Hough- 
ton. 5.00 

Robertson, R. B. Of whales and men. 
Knopf. 4.50 

St. John, Robert. Through Malan’s 
Africa. Doubleday. 3.95 

Smith, L. E. The journey. World. 3.50 

Stegner, W. E. Beyond the hundredth 
meridian. Houghton. 2.00 

Thomas, N. M. The test of freedom. 
Norton. 3.00 

Ward, Barbara. 
Norton. 3.75 

White, E. B. The second tree from the 
corner. Harper. 3.00 

Whitehead, A. N. Dialogues, as recorded 
by Lucien Price. Little. 5.00 

Woodham Smith, C. B. F. The reason 
why. McGraw. 4.00 

Woolf, V. S. A writer’s diary. Har- 
court. 5.00 


Faith and freedom. 





DO YOU WANT TO MEET SOME PLEASANT 
PEOPLE? GO TO YOUR DISTRICT 
LIBRARY MEETING AND 
MAKE NEW FRIENDS 
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INTERESTING ADULT BOOKS GF 1954 FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Compiled by 


Association of Young People’s Libraries of the American Library Association 


Mrs. Dinah Lindauer, Department of Work with Young Adults, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
presented the list to ALA Council at Midwinter meeting. 


Allen, Jerry 
Brickhill, Paul 
Cochran, Jacqueline 
Crile, Jane & Barney 
Davis, Clyde Brion 
Davis, Tom & Lydia 
Dodson, Kenneth 
Doss, Helen 

Harrer, Heinrich 
Hayes, Joseph Arnold 
Howarth, David 
LeVier, Tony 
McKenney, Ruth 
Mannix, Jule 
Montagu, Ewen 
Patton, Frances Gray 
Rose, Anna Perrot 
Seifert, Shirley 
Stone, Irving 
Toxopeus, Klaas 


Adventures of Mark Twain 
Reach for the Sky 

Stars at noon 

Treasure diving holidays 
Newcomer 

Doctor to the Islands 
Away all boats 

Family nobody wanted 
Seven years in Tibet 
Desperate hours 

Thieve’s Hole 

Pilot 

Far, far from home 
Adventure happy 

Man who never was 
Good morning, Miss Dove 
Gentle house 

Farewell, my General 
Love is eternal 

Flying Storm 


Little 
Norton 
Little 
Viking 
Lippincott 
Little 
Little 
Little 
Dutton 
Random 
Rinehart 
Harper 
Harper 
Simon 
Lippincott 
Dodd 
Houghton 
Lippincott 
Doubleday 
Dodd 


DISTINGUISHED CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 1954 


Selected by the Book Evaluation Committee of the Children’s Library Association 
Leone Garvey, Public Library, Berkeley, California, Chairman 


Baumann, Hans 
Benary-Isbert, Margot 
Brown, Margaret Wise 
Carlson, Natalie S. 
Clark, Ann Nolan 
Coolidge, Olivia E. 
Dalgliesh, Alice 
Dalgliesh, Alice 

De Angeli, Marguerite 


De Jong, Meindert 

Du Bois, William 
Fanchiotti, Margherita 
Farjeon, Eleanor 
Fatio, Louise 

Fischer, Hans 

Gaer, Joseph 

Godden, Rumer 

Ley, Willy 

Lines, Kathleen, Comp 
Nankivell, Joice M. 
Perrault, Charles 


Ravielli, Anthony 
Sherlock, Philip M. 
Sojo, Toba 

Ullman, James Ramsey 
Yashima, Mitsu & Taro 


Caves of the great hunters 

Rowan farm 

Wheel on the chimney 

Alphonse, that bearded one 

Blue Canyon horse 

Egyptian adventures 

Courage of Sarah Noble 

Thanksgiving story 

Book of nursery and Mother 
Goose rhymes 

Wheel on the school 

The giant 

Bow in the cloud 

Silver Curlew 

Happy lion 

The birthday 

Adventures of Rama 

Impunity Jane 

Engineers’ dreams 

Lavender’s blue 

Tales of Christophilos 

Cinderella; illus. by 
Marcia Brown 

Wonders of the human body 

Anansi, the spider man 

Animal frolic 

Banner in the sky 

Plenty to watch 
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Pantheon 
Harcourt 
Lippincott 
Harcourt 
Viking 
Houghton 
Scribner 
Scribner 
Doubleday 


Harper 
Viking 
Oxford 
Viking 
Whittlesey 
Harcourt 
Little 
Viking 
Viking 
Watts 
Houghton 


Scribner 
Viking 
Crowell 
Putnam 
Lippincott 
Viking 
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